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stood savagely at bay; and, after the fashion of a dominant
race, they were guilty of barbarities of all kinds, probably worse
than any inflicted on them. And when armed troops at last
appeared in the field, the conduct of their leaders seems to
have been such as it was in other Irish rebellions; the country
was harried far and wide; the insurgents were slaughtered
without mercy, or regard to infancy, sex, and age: the Irishry
were treated as mere beasts of prey. The rebellion followed
the course of recent confiscations; it extended into Wicklow,
Longford, and one or two other counties, which had been
scenes of recent " plantations."
The rising of the Celts of Ulster soon received the support
of another but very different movement The old Englishry
of the Pale and in other parts of Ireland were, we have seen,
nearly all Catholics; they had suffered from the religious
persecution of late years; they were exasperated by the severe
measures taken against the Catholics of England by the Long
Parliament. An Act of that Assembly, wholly unlawful, and
trampling on the rights of the Irish Parliament, which offered
lands in Ireland to such "adventurers" as would advance
money to put down the Ulster rebellion, had alarmed and
provoked some of their leading men; the Lords Justices
had grossly affronted several Lords of the Pale by hinting that
they were in the plot of O'Moore; they had refused to
convene the Irish Parliament, which would have at least
listened to complaints of grievances; and a widespread feeling
of panic was abroad, exhibited in stories of hideous portents,
that Catholicism in Ireland and the Catholic name were to be
extirpated by a Puritan crusade. Many Catholics of the Pale
at last rose in arms, and many of the Catholic Englishry
in other counties; but they professed, and doubtless felt,
they were loyal to the Crown, and they rose only to defend
their religion, threatened, as they not unjustly believed, with
destruction. A considerable irregular force was arrayed and